
FIELD NOTES / 001 • STREETS TO STRATEGY

01 / WHO WRITES THE STORY?
A reflection field guide on education, status, perspective, and creative freedom.
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STREETS

→ STRATEGY

→ YOUR OWN PATH

A map, not a biography.

THE CORE CLAIM

Education can give us frameworks. It cannot define what a worthwhile life must look

like. An origin story is most useful when it makes us more curious, not more certain.
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02 / THREE MAPS, ONE LIFE
An original conceptual diagram. These are complementary lenses, not rankings.

SAHIL TAYAL / sahiltayal.com 2

01 ORIGINS

Experiences and contexts shape perspective.

02 EDUCATION

Frameworks can sharpen judgment.

03 CREATION

Experiments make ideas tangible.

REFLECT

What do you know through lived experience that no classroom could teach? What

framework have you learned that helped you see more clearly?
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03 / THE STATUS MIRROR
Practice separating public signals from the substance behind them.
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VISIBLE SIGNALS

Degree • title • audience • awards

These communicate something, but

never everything.

LIVED SUBSTANCE

Judgment • craft • care • integrity

Often harder to display, easier to

overlook.

WORKSHEET: TWO COLUMNS

Write three signals you sometimes mistake for success. Beside each, write one concrete

behavior that would make the signal meaningful.
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04 / FOUR DEFINITIONS OF SUCCESS
A thought experiment, not a scorecard.
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STATUS

What doors can credentials open?

FREEDOM

What choices can I make for myself?

CRAFT

What can I make with care?

CONNECTION

Whom can I show up for?

Try this: Circle the lens you have neglected lately. What would one ordinary week look like if

that lens mattered more?
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05 / WRITE YOUR OWN ENDING
A practical exercise that refuses the idea of a single finish line.

SAHIL TAYAL / sahiltayal.com 5

EXERCISE 1 / REWRITE THE HEADLINE

Draft a one-sentence introduction that mentions neither a degree nor a job title. What

remains?

EXERCISE 2 / DRAW A TWO-WAY ARROW

Choose one thing your education gave you and one thing your everyday life taught you.

How do they improve each other?

CLOSING IDEA

A better story is not necessarily a grander one. It may be a more accurate,

generous and freely chosen one.

Further reading: Self-Determination Theory (Deci & Ryan, 2000); cultural capital (Bourdieu, 1986). These are conceptual leads,

not evidence for any personal biography.
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